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As the ENDuRE Programme Design phase is nearing completion, a series of ENDuRE events took 

place in the three partner countries to raise the profile of the project.  

It has been a work-intensive period but the ENDuRE Programme Design phase is now nearing 

completion and we are now looking forward to moving into the implementation phase in 2016. In 

preparation for this, the ENDuRE partners met in London and Guildford on 2nd and 3rd November, 

to design a detailed schedule of the launch of the ENDuRE programme. The programme will be 

launched next spring in the three partner countries: Italy, Denmark and United Kingdom. Besides 

the educational and training programme and materials ENDURE will offer a selected group of 

participants the opportunity to be hosted by one of the partner companies abroad, thus learning 

from more mature businesses how to grow and be consistent. 

During the meeting were also prepared three national dissemination conferences scheduled for 

late November 2015. Partners in each country organized events to share the first results of the 

project with stakeholders, and explain how students, faculties and the whole entrepreneurship 

ecosystem will benefit from ENDuRE. To involve a larger number of participants and increase the 

impact of such events, the Italian and UK meetings have hosted a project business partner who 

joined the conference via skype. In this way companies could present their activities to the 

audience abroad and invite participants to take advantage of the mobility phase offered by 

ENDuRE. 
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Business brunch with ENDuRE at Kolding 
Friday 27 November more than 50 local 

companies and 110 students were gathered at 

the University of Southern Denmark in Kolding 

for a national conference, hosted by IDEA 

Entrepreneurship Centre and the business 

department of the University. 

All participants in the conference had an 

interest in entrepreneurship and startup 

companies, and Lone Toftild from IDEA gave a 

presentation on the Endure Project and how to 

secure resilience in start-up companies.  

The participants got in introduction to the steps 

in the ENDURE project and how it will ensure 

progress and establish best practice models. 

After the presentations the participants in the 

conference were invited to a matching session, 

where students met companies to make 

arrangements for future corporation. This 

networking session has already paid off for 

several students who now have agreements on 

internships. 

 

 

 
  

http://www.sdu.dk/en/
http://idea-sdu.dk/
http://idea-sdu.dk/


 
 

Increasing the resilience of start-ups in Tuscany 
The Technology Park of Navacchio, Pisa, on 25th 

November hosted the conference “Encreasing 

the resilience of start-ups” organized in 

collaboration with the University of Pisa and 

CEDIT. Andrea Di Benedetto, President of 

TechnoPark, presented the services provided in 

support of businesses, while Paolo Ferragina, 

Vice-Rector for innovation, highlighted the 

technology transfer strategy and policies 

adopted by the University of Pisa. 

Gualtiero Fantoni, chair of the conference and 

project coordinator of ENDuRE, challenged the 

audience to reflect on the pains and issues that 

come into play when launching a new business, 

and the extreme effort necessary to let it grow 

and compete on a global scale. ENDuRE’s main 

objectives and motivations where explained by 

Gabriele Montelisciani, who presented also the 

first results achieved with the completion of 

the entrepreneurship ecosystem investigation. 

During the meeting were presented also some 

best practices from CEDIT (MOBnet Mobility and 

Networking; RMT Renewal of Transnational Mobility, Youth Talent to Market) and the University 

of Pisa (www.unipi.it/phdplus) in the field of student’s mobility and support to entrepreneurship. 

Mikkel Knudsen from Blue Ocean Robotics joined the conference via skype and gave a short 

presentation of the company, which will host one of the start-ups trained with ENDuRE. 

The audience was represented by students, interns, faculties, university officers, managers of 

technological parks and entrepreneurs of national and international level. The conference in fact 

involved also a group of 30 people from Turkey, Portugal, Estonia, Lithuania and Greece 

participating in the Project OTMET (see box). This was really a huge opportunity for sharing 

insights about different ecosystems, for growing the network and exchanging best practices. 

http://www.polotecnologico.it/
http://www.unipi.it/
http://www.cedit.org/
http://www.mobnetproject.com/
http://www.erasmusplus-rmt.net/
http://www.geckoprogrammes.eu/youth-talent-to-market.html
http://www.unipi.it/phdplus
http://www.otmett.com/


 
 

 

OTMET Project – Training for facilitators 

OTMET (On-Job Training Models in Europe and Training of Trainers) training took place in 

Navacchio Techno Park from Monday 23rd to Friday 27th 2015. It is a project carried out under 

Erasmus+, K-Action 2 Cooperation for innovation and the exchange of good practices with a main 

goal to ease the transition of students from Higher Education Institutions to working life. The 

partnership consists of 10 partners from six countries: Turkey (5 partners), Portugal, Lithuania, 

Italy, Greece and Estonia (1 partner each). 

OTMET is based on three pillars:  

 developing a work based learning (WBL) model for higher education institutions and 

adapting relevant lectures appropriate to on-job training activities;  

 developing a “training of facilitators” program to increase the efficiency of on-job training 

activities 

 developing an e-platform to use as training mediator and develop materials for the 

platform itself. 

The Training of Facilitators Program was 

addressed to academics and 

entrepreneurs to increase the efficiency 

of on-job training activities and also to be 

able to manage coordination and 

cooperation of academy-student-industry 

triangle for education and training 

activities. The Training program was also 

important to develop online programs and 

collect information to be used for online 

educational materials. The program 

included classroom activities, group 

work, visits to companies and to various 

organizations as the Internship Office of the University of Pisa, GiovaniSì (Regione Toscana) and 

Pisa Chamber of Commerce. 

It was a productive and operational week perfectly fitting with the objectives of the European 

Union which has repeatedly stressed the importance of the relationship between Universities, 

territory and work, with the specific goal of creating an economy based on competitive knowledge, 

sustainable growth, better jobs and greater social cohesion.  

Website: www.otmett.com 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 
 

Digital Business: Will your start-up ‘ENDuRE’? 
Surrey Business School (SBS) hosted a riveting 

lunchtime talk by CoDE Team member Dr David 

Plans, CEO of BioBeats, Synoptic Technologies 

CEO Stephen Mooney, and Marchini from Polo 

Navacchio on the European Network of Design for 

Resilient Entrepreneurship (ENDuRE). Both 

BioBeats and Synoptic are innovative, disruptive 

start-ups with valuable insight about why and 

how companies like them are benefiting from 

initiatives like ENDuRE. Polo Navacchio, a 

technology center and incubator outside Pisa, is 

a prominent member of the Tuscan startup 

ecosystem. 

It was a packed house of MBA students and SBS 

staff and academics, and the speakers turned our 

assumptions on their collective head: everything 

we thought we knew about IP, investors, and the 

business landscape was suddenly up for grabs. 

There’s no tidy formula nor agreed roadmap; 

instead, it’s messy, contradictory, sometimes 

shadowy, and never quite what you expect. How 

is your business going to survive? How can start-

ups get the tools that they’ll need to keep their heads above water? 

This is where ENDuRE comes in. Stay tuned, as there will be much more to come from the ENDuRE 

team! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

For more information about the ENDuRE project, please visit our website 

www.endureproject.eu or e-mail us at: info@endureproject.eu 

http://www.surrey.ac.uk/business-school
http://biobeats.com/team/
http://www.synoptica.com/
https://vimeo.com/user43072106
http://www.surrey.ac.uk/mba
http://www.endureproject.eu/
mailto:info@endureproject.eu

